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ANTaR QLD has been assisting BE Lawyers in a Class Action against the
State Government of Queensland on behalf of Indigenous Australians whose
wages were withheld. The Class Action involves those (including deceased
relatives) who say that they were not paid for years of labour as these wages
were impacted by wage control legislation between 1939 and 1972 hence
being controlled by the QLD Government. The Queensland Government
breached the trust of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people through
failing to protect their money. Discussions with potential claimants of the
Brisbane local community were first held on 9th August 2016 with Speakers
Dr Ros Kidd and John Bottoms. This is a historic case for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people of Qld and ANTaR QLD has been assisting
through attending at the many information sessions; intake of phone queries as
well as in the application process.
ANTaR QLD has been active and instrumental in this process of liaising with
potential claimants. Information and sign up sessions have been continuing
every Tuesday at Jagera from 10.00am –12midday, which has seen a strong
team of consistent AQ volunteers assisting in this process. Management
Committee Members have also attended these sessions at various locations;


Murri Ministry (Woolloongabba)



Kurbingui (Zillmere)



Jagera Community Hall (South Brisbane)



Kambu (Ipswich)



Logan Community Centre

Kylie Deen
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Message from the President
Dear Members and friends,
ANTaR is nearly 20 years old, being founded in 1977. At a National and State level it has
been unswerving in its advocacy for the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples. It is therefore appropriate to acknowledge all those who have been involved in a
raft of campaigns, who have stood in solidarity with others to recognise the extraordinary
culture and history of Australia’s First Nations, who have attempted to set the record right
by overcoming the disadvantage and injustice ingrained into Australia’s history.
During that time there have been significant accomplishments and many can recall
pivotal events such as the Mabo decision, the Bringing Them Home Report, the marches
and the historic Parliamentary apology. It would be comforting to say that we are
entering a time of consolidation and greater justice. Unfortunately the challenges ahead
appear to be as difficult as in any time of ANTaR’s history. The statistics stand in marked
contrast to much of the political rhetoric. These statistics are well known to all ANTaR
members.
At a Queensland level we continue to advocate for changing the record on the
imprisonment rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and to bring in policies
which will see a significant decline in the removal of Indigenous children from their
families of origin. Frankly there is enough work here to keep ANTaR going for a long
time.
We have significant information on our Justice Reinvestment and Removal of Children
campaigns on our new website http://antarqld.org.au/ - there you will also find detailed
information on our other campaigns of Native Title, Recognition, Stolen Wages and
Closing the Gap. We urge you to have a look and consider whether or not any of these
are of interest to you. We have also really and truly entered the world of social media
and again you are invited to join our Facebook Page which has information about a wide
range of contemporary issues - https://www.facebook.com/AntarQld
Despite the fact that we appear to be increasingly confronted within intolerance,
particularly in the form of racism, there is a firm belief that ANTaR Queensland will
continue its significant contribution to stand in solidarity with our Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Sisters and Brothers. So we end 2016 with significant achievements but
with serious challenges as we move into our 20th year, 2017.
On behalf of the Management Committee of ANTaR Queensland we thank you for your
generosity and commitment and ask you to contact us if you would like a greater
involvement in any aspect of our work. We can be reached at our office on 0401733359
or email to office@antarqld.org,au

Ross Daniels
President ANTaR Queensland.
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Removal of children – reducing removal rates for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Children
On the night of June 30 2016 3,609 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were in out of
home care in Queensland (DCCSDS).
This number represents an increase of 173% since the Apology and 660% since the Bringing
them Home Report. Projections show numbers nationally will almost triple by 2035
Family Matters). As Royal Commissioner Mick Gooda stated this time last year ‘it is almost
equivalent to another Stolen Generation’. http://www.smh.com.au/national/rate-of-indigenous-childrenin-child-protection-almost-equivalent-to-another-stolen-generation-20151203-gleawq.html

The over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out of home care is
one of Australia’s most pressing social justice issues. In Queensland, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children are 8.5 times more likely to be in out-of- home care than non-Indigenous children
(SCRGSP).
Over the last six months ANTaR Queensland has
been working vigorously on this issue. We have attended rallies and forums, spoken at community
events, and met with key stakeholders to
discuss
strategies to address the over-representation.
On November 9 at Parliament House in Canberra
the inaugural Family Matters report was launched.
Family Matters: Strong Communities. Strong
Culture. Stronger Children.
Family Matters is Australia’s national
campaign to ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children and young people grow up
safe and cared for in family, community and
culture. Family Matters aims to eliminate the
over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children in out-of-home
care, within a generation (2040).

Welcome Sammi Lillie to ANTaR Qld Management Committee (Right: Aunty Karen Fusi)

ANTaR Queensland is a signatory to the Family Matters national campaign and a
founding member of the Strategic Alliance. We have also committed to support the Queensland
Family Matters Jurisdictional Working Group. As ANTaR Queensland members we urge you to
support the
Family Matters Initiative by signing http://www.familymatters.org.au/join-us/
Sammi Lilie
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Reporting on the Justice Reinvestment Project
This is most encouraging for those of us in the Balanced Justice Reform
Campaign who have done the long haul over several years - in making the
case and winning support for this move. The immediate challenge is the
transitioning of around 50 seventeen year olds from adult incarceration, as
well as around 200 seventeen year olds on adult community orders. With
many others, we are now increasing constructive engagement on the
following priority measures, as part of the ongoing Justice Reinvestment
cause. There is now evidence that the government will make good on its
commitments to the following major shifts in the policy and practice of the
Youth Justice system. In summary, the main priorities are:

Government and Community Partnership (breakthrough!)

Prevention above all else

Early intervention with young people at risk – and their families

Constructive diversion for early, lower range offenders

Rehabilitation which is engaging, developmental, future oriented
Seems too good to be true? Here are the beginnings of major concrete moves
in that direction. Some are already happening and bearing fruit. Others are in
active planning. Others still are under active assessment:

Statewide reinstatement and upgrading of the Youth Conferencing
Service – a major diversionary resource with a very low re-offending
rate

Re-thinking the place of bail conditions in the Children’s Courts;

Establishing alternatives to incarceration in detention centres for 10-13
year old sentenced offenders – keeping most of them out of detention
centres via care and control orders;

Addressing student suspensions from secondary schools – finding
diversionary resources which are rehabilitative and developmental;

A state- of- the- art health screening service for all sentenced offenders
– linking health issues with relevant services

More as it happens!
Wayne Sanderson
Email: reimagineassoc@bigpond.com

We are proud to add that Wayne has just been accepted to represent ANTAR QLD on the
Stakeholder Advisory Group in QLD transitioning 17 year olds out of adult prisons.
We, of ANTaR Qld, acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands of Queensland
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Sea of Hands
As usual ANTaR Qld’s Sea of Hands have travelled all around the state to so many
wonderful events. Schools, Universities and private organisations continue to borrow the hands and create wonderful displays. These displays need no words, but go
a long way in showing our appreciation and support for the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Island community and the issues of injustice they face everyday.
Of course most of the hands are from the original display in 1997, which was the
largest art
installation in the Southern Hemisphere at the time and was installed
around the gardens at
Parliament House in Canberra in support of Native Title
land rights. The hands have been
borrowed this year to mark occasions like
Sorry Day, Reconciliation Week, NAIDOC and Murri Ailan Way
Some of the Schools, Universities and Institutions who have borrowed hands this
year include:

QUT – Kelvin Grove

Stuartholme School

Bridgidine College

Rockhampton Regional Council – Pilbeam Theatre

St. Therese’s School [near Cairns]

St Andrew’s Catholic College [near
Cairns]

Caloundra City Private School

Wide bay Hospital and Health Service
[Hervey Bay]

West End Community House

WESS Fiesta
Cecilia Homerlein
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Year 2016
This year has seen some massive changes for ANTaR QLD including a temporary relocation of
office -We have been in a temporary location at The Uniting Church in Sussex Street West End
for the past few months and are now relocating back to our regular premises at 4 Norfolk Road
West End. We will be moving back to Norfolk Road on 19 th December 2016.
The Members Database has now been updated from about 4000 contacts to about 1900 contacts,
with a massive thanks to the hard working efforts of Sammi Lillie. The ANTaR QLD Facebook and
Webpage http://antarqld.org.au/ We are very active in promoting upcoming events; news articles
as well as our latest campaigns! ANTaR QLD has seen an increase of local community members
frequenting our office which has had a positive impact on our relations with the local mob!
ANTaR QLD has been busy
getting involved in local
community events such as
participating in


Community forums;



community meetings;



yarning circles;



rallies / marches

Created at Close the Gap Event by attendee’s

Kylie Deen

Left pic: Aunty Estelle
Sandow & Uncle Shane
Johnson
Right Pic: Aunty Melita
Orcher & Aunty Vicky
Johnson

Practical Assistance
This year ANTaR Qld has assisted the local Brisbane community with assistance in Practical
Items. Items have ranged from Christmas Hampers to household items. ANTaR QLD has been
successful in arranging a partnership with the Basket Brigade., however the Basket Brigade is
mainly a Christmas provision. We have been assisting families in need of food or furnishing.
In addition to assisting with Christmas provision we have managed to set p we set up cooperative
relationships with St Vincent De Paul and the Salvation Army. There is a real need here with
many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families doing it very tough. As we do not have the
resources at ANTaR Qld we are very appreciative of the cooperation now formed . We will
continue these relationships into 2017 and have the potential to expand our practical assistance
work. There however is one area which remains problematic and that is with assistance for
individuals wishing to attend funerals. If any ANTaR member would like further information on this
please contact our office.
Kylie Deen
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ANTaR Qld - Facebook page visit www.Facebook.com/ANTaRQld tday!
Do you know how many Australians are active Facebook users? 2 million? 6 million? In fact the latest
statistics, published in January 2016, reveal 15 million Australians are now using Facebook to stay in touch
with family, friends, brands and organisations.
With approximately 40% of the country on Facebook, ANTaR Qld has decided to launch our own brand new
Facebook page. The initial response to the page has been very encouraging so thanks to all who have
supported us already on social media.
If you haven’t ‘liked’ the page yet visit www.Facebook.com/ANTaRQld and give us the thumbs up!
The ANTaR Qld Facebook page will be a forum for news, discussion, events, appeals and entertainment.
With so many issues for our community to address, ANTaR Qld is excited by the opportunity to use social
media as a platform for expressing our message and extending our cooperation with other campaigning
organisations.
ANTaR Qld is committed to delivering a program of varied, engaging content which will celebrate people’s
achievements and highlight the injustices faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
The secret to success on social media is regular interaction. Everybody can participate on our new ANTaR
Qld Facebook page by commenting and liking our posts. ANTaR Qld’s supporters are encouraged to share
our posts on their own Facebook pages using the ‘Share’ option – this will allow each and every one of us to
spread the word about rights, justice and respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
ANTaR Qld supporters will find the new Facebook page to be a convenient way to stay in touch with our
events, meetings and activities. The page is open to all people who care about Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples place in Queensland society
ANTaR QLD urges members to stay in touch
“As an organisation managed entirely by volunteers, ANTaR Qld is most effective when all of us are in touch
with each other,” Ms Homerlein said.
“Every day our members, supporters and friends are busy contributing to the campaign for rights, justice and
respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Queensland. By staying in contact with ANTaR
Qld we can ensure the amazing work being done in the community is understood by as many people as
possible.

If you have missed our Monthly Announcements please always check the
Website Calender
http://antarqld.org.au/news-and-events/upcoming-events

“If you haven’t ‘liked’ the page yet
visit www.Facebook.com/ANTaRQld
and give us the thumbs up!”
Cecilia Homerlein
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Positions Available

Wanted Campaign Coordinator Closing The Gap
The Closing the Gap campaign has now been running for over 10 years.
It has been an important part of ANTaR Queensland’s work particularly in
relation to cooperation with a range of other organisations.
As many would know the statistics on healthcare for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples demonstrate that the gap continues as a major
challenge, a fundamental denial of human rights and an ongoing
injustice. Our campaign information is at
http://antarqld.org.au/campaigns/closing-gap
Our Management Committee is looking for people who have knowledge
and or interest in this area and who may be willing to take on part of a coordination role for ANTaR Queensland’s Closing the Gap campaign.
If you are interested in being part of this campaign or just want more
information please contact our office on 0401733359 or email to
office@antarqld.org,au
Position Available

Wanted Campaign Coordinator Native Title
ANTaR has had a long involvement in defending and strengthening
Native Title. In fact it has been part of the National and Queensland work
since the beginning. This work continues despite many attempts to limit
the extent of Native Title and to engender fear in the broader community.
ANTaR Queensland wants to improve its work in this area.
Our campaign information is at:
http://antarqld.org.au/campaigns/native-title We are looking for interested people who might wish to take a greater
responsibility for coordinating our work and standing in solidarity with
many others who continue to set the record right on dispossession.
If you are interested in being part of this campaign or just want more
information please contact our office on 0401733359 or email
office@antarqld.org,au
8
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Renew! Join! Donate!
Yes! I/we can support ANTaR Qld’s important advocacy work. I/we agree with the association’s aims
and objectives. Send the completed form to ANTaR
Qld. You can also download it at
www.antarqld.org.au/join.
Name: ________________________________________________________
Organisation: __________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________ Postcode: ________
Home phone: _________ Work: ___________ Mobile: ______________
Email: _______________ _______________________________
 I prefer electronic mail
Volunteering

 I prefer posted mail

 Please send me information about volunteering

Campaign Material  Please send me information on current campaigns
Donation

 Monthly* amount $ ___  One-off amount: $ _____
* We will be in touch to make payment arrangements

Membership (tick one)

One year
to 31 December 2017
Household

$60
Individual waged 
$40
Individual unwaged 
$15
Organisation

$120

Payment is by:

 direct electronic transfer to ANTaR Qld Association Inc
BSB 064–000
Account 1043 3275

Important: please use your name as a reference so we can reconcile funds
 cheque (enclosed)
 credit card
 Visa

 Mastercard

Card number: ___ / ______ / ______ / _____
Name on card: _________________ Expiry date: ___
Signature: ______________________ Date: _______
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This Christmas there will be many families who can not enjoy their holidays.
Each year there are families in Brisbane who cannot afford to pay for the special things we take for granted at Christmas time.
ANTaR QLD would like to assist some of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Families that our Organisation Partners support.
We would like to give as many of them as possible GROCERY VOUCHERS

How Can You Help?

Join ANTaR QLD’S GROCERY VOUCHER APPEAL
YES, I would like to organize a donation which would pay for a grocery voucher. Please fill in the form below …

PAYMENT DETAILS c/ PO Box 3027, Sth Brisbane 4101 office@antarqld.org.au
 direct debit —
 cash
bsb 064 000 a/c 1043 3275
 master card
 visa

 cheque

please use your name in the reference field

Name on card
Card number

Signed

Expiry date

Date
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